








52h one ist S 


RNR SONS TA ORE A 0s LT NS ST 





SSS ses 











(A 


AG ~—#?GS? 
é 


te LEED 1,9 LED 919 LEED 1 LED 19 LED pt LED 1 LED tA pt ED pp LB 9 py ialisiimanadiniina* 3 


ce 
“2. 


ee ee i alas rn 


OUR 
LINEAGE 
Cu) 


Lessons 1 to 10 
of the 
Course for First Year 


Senior Genealogical Classes 


» 


Published by 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF UTAH _ 


PRINTED IN THE U. S. A. 





tes 


ay 
wm 


aan 51S malas CSL el nn el mae lan Cel an CS faa CS al SST SE" 


Oe 


Sat Mann aU AMC AM CAI AE ata 


THE LIBRARY . 
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY, 
PROVO, UTAH 


OUR LINEAGE | 


LESSON COURSE 


Introductory Note: The following ten lessons are the beginning of 
a graded course in genealogy and temple work covering a period of four 
years. These are for study in all senior classes organized under the 
direction of the Genealogical Society of Utah. 


The first year course, entitled “Our Lineage,” and comprising forty 
lessons, will treat four principal topics: 1. The Story of Our Race; 2. 
Our Honorable Parentage; 3. Finding Our Unknown Forefathers; 4. 
Service in the House of the Lord. Ten lessons will be devoted to each 
division. 

The second year course will be a more advanced series, dealing with 
record keeping and research. The lessons for the third year will relate 
to the practical work of ward and stake committees. 


With each lesson will be provided activities growing out of the topic 
treated in that lesson. Each member of the class is asked to provide 
himself with a record book to be known as “My Forefathers,” in which 
he will enter the various things to be done in connection with the 
course. 


When a written report reaches the office of the Genealogical So- 
ciety of Utah, duly signed by the Stake President and the Stake Gen- 
ealogical Representative, certifying that an individual has studied all 
the forty lessons and has completed all the forty assignments in his 
book, “My Forefathers,” he will be given a Certificate, signed by the 
President and Secretary of the Genealogical Society, as a “GEN- 
EALOGICAL STUDENT. ” Upon proper notification that he has 
finished the second year’s course he will receive a Certificate as a 
“QUALIFIED GENEALOGIST.” One who successfully passes the 
third course will be certified asa “QUALIFIED COMMITTEEMAN.” 


OUR LINEAGE 
A first year course in genealogy and temple work 
PART I—THE STORY OF OUR RACE 
LESSON I—INTRODUCING YOU 


Facts About Yourself. In beginning your study of a most unselfish 
labor you should first become better acquainted with yourself. Learn to 
know who you really are; what, in general, has been your past training 
and development; what is your intended future destiny. 

Each of us is an unending mystery to himself. We know little of 
who we were when we came into the world, nor much more of what we 
shall be in the future. Yet the Lord intends that we should understand 
in general terms to what heights we formerly attained, the choice bless- 
ings we inherited through our birth, the marvelous life-mission that 
is before us, and the glorious reward that awaits us if we continue 
faithful. 

Of those who are members of the Church, whether by birth or con- 
version, it may be truly said that they were tried and trusted spirits 
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in their pre-mortal life. Many there held important positions of leader- 
ship. From the tests of that existence they emerged triumphant. Be- 
cause of their faithfulness they were accounted worthy to bear in life 
great responsibilities, and were reserved in training there until a day 
came in earth’s history when the very staunchest and bravest would 
be needed, as “tried souls, ’mid untried spirits found, that captained 
these may be.” With the dawning of this last Gospel dispensation came 
their call to journey earthward, and perform the special mission for 
which they were qualified by character and experience. 


Choice Spirits. Said Pres. Wilford Woodruff: “The Lord has 
chosen a small number of choice spirits of sons and daughters out of all 
the creations of God, who are to inherit this earth; and this company 
of choice spirits have been kept in the spirit world for six thousand 
years to come forth in the last days, to stand in the flesh in this last 
Dispensation of the Fulness of Times, to organize the Kingdom of 
God upon the earth, to build it up and to defend it ... and to receive 
the eternal and everlasting Priesthood.” 


Pres. Brigham Young gave like testimony. “Some of the brightest 
spirits who dwell in the bosom of the Father are making their appear- 
ance among this people, of whom the Lord will make a Royal Priest- 
hood, a peculiar nation, that he can own and bless, talk with and asso- 
ciate with.”’ 


Of Goodly Parents. As one of these choice and noble spirits you 
have been privileged to come to earth through a highly favored line- 
age and be born of worthy parents. Your heritage is one of the very 
greatest in all the world. You need never envy one born heir to mil- 
lions in worldly wealth, nor even one whose birth entitles him to rule 
an empire; for your birthright surpasses all these, and blessed are you 
because of your lineage. Your life has come down from generation to 
generation through the patriarchs and prophets of ancient Israel; 
through the noblest and most faithful of their descendants in the dark 
days of their dispersion; from kings and rulers, great nobles and war- 
riors and lawgivers of many nations; from many God-fearing men and ~ 
women of honest lives, some of them outstanding leaders in service to 
their race and age. You need never apologize for your earthly fathers 
and mothers, for in your veins runs the best blood in the land. You came 
to earth “through an honorable parentage.” 


Entitled to Bear the Priesthood. Because of your birthright and 
your own obedience to the principles of the Gospel you are entitled to 
bear the Holy Priesthood. This is to you truly a pearl of great price, 
worth more to you than any other earthly possession. Through it you 
can attain to, the greatest blessings in your own behalf; and it gives 
you authority to “preach the Gospel and administer in the ordinances 
thereof” in behalf of others. By properly exercising the powers of the 
Priesthood and performing in full the mission devolving upon every 
bearer of the Priesthood, you qualify to have part in the glorious resur- 
rection of the just, inheriting eternal life to dwell eternally with God 
the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ in the Celestial Kingdom. Ulti- 
mately every righteous desire of your heart may be achieved—eternal 
family happiness, wisdom and knowledge, riches, power and dominion. 


Through You and Your Lineage. “Therefore, thus saith the Lord 
unto you, with whom the priesthood hath continued through the line- 
age of your fathers—For ye are lawful heirs, according to the flesh, 
and have been hid from the world with Christ in God—Therefore your 
life and the Priesthood have remained, and must needs remain through 
you and your lineage until the restoration of all things spoken by the 
mouths of all the ‘holy prophets since the world began. Therefore, 
blessed are ye if ye continue in my goodness, a light unto the Gentiles, 
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and through this priesthood, a savior unto my people Israel. The Lord 
hath said it. Amen.” (Doc. and Cov. 86:8-11.) 

You Are Now on Your Mission. Your days of preparation and 
expectancy are over. You are now in the midst of your life’s mission ; 
earning today the blessings you will hereafter inherit. Now is your 
day of opportunity. You are striving for the greatest prize ever offered 
to any person in all the world. You are face to face with the supreme 
period of your existence. To fail is unthinkable. Then know who you 
are, enter upon your priesthood mission, and prove true to your birth- 
right inheritance. . 


Things to Do 


1. Read “Added Upon,” by Nephi Anderson, particularly the part 
relating to the pre-existence. 

2. Read chapters 4-8, inclusive, of “The Way to Perfection,” by 
Elder Joseph Fielding Smith. 

3. Write in your book, “My Forefathers,’’ a two page essay on 
“My Birthright.’ Include the following topics: My divine lineage; 
prevoius training; my honorable parentage; blessings which come 
through my lineage; blessings I can pass on to my posterity; the prize 
I am seeking. 


LESSON 2—PATRIARCHAL BLESSINGS 


Blessing Heirs of the Chosen Seed. The practice of blessing the 
heirs of the chosen seed can be traced from the earliest times. Adam, 
the first Patriarch and father of the race, three years before his death 
blessed his son Seth, and gave him the promise of God “that his pos- 
terity should be the chosen of the Lord, and that they should be pre- 
served unto the end of the earth.” We are also told that he blessed 
others of his descendants, Mahalaleel, Jared and Enoch. Finally, before 
his death he bestowed his last blessing upon all his posterity who were 
righteous, predicting “whatsoever should befall his posterity unto the 
latest generation.” 

This practice was continued by».the ancient patriarchs, and the 
blessings some of them gave are on record in the Bible. Great and 
marvelous events were predicted by some of these, which have received 
their fulfilment after the passing of many generations. 

What is a Patriarch. “A Patriarch is a High Priest, but one who 
is set apart and ordained to bless and prophesy upon the heads of his 
posterity and the Saints within his jurisdiction. Patriarchs, excepting 
the Presiding Patriarch, are stake officers, and their labors are con- 
fined to the blessing of their own families and the people who reside 
within the stake to which the patriarch belongs. The Presiding Patri- 
arch has jurisdiction to bless in all the Church.” (Lesson 74, Gospel 
Doctrine Course, by Elder Joseph Fielding Smith.) 

“We have a number of Patriarchs in the Church whose duty it is 
to bestow blessings upon the heads of those who seek blessings at their 
hands. They are fathers. They hold the evangelical office in the 
Church. It is their business and right to bestow blessings upon the 
people, to make promises unto them in the name of the Lord, as it may 
be given unto them by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, to comfort 
them in the hours of sorrow and trouble, to strengthen their faith by 
the promises that shall be made to them through the Spirit of God, 
and be fathers indeed of the people, leading them into all’ truth.” (Pres. 
Joseph F. Smith, Conference Report, Oct., 1904, p 

Fulfilment of Patriarchal Blessings. Pres. Brigham Young once 
remarked, in speaking of blessings which we might obtain if faithful: 
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“In this my faith resembles Father Smith’s (Joseph Smith, Sr.), when 
he was asked by myself and one or two others for a patriarchal bless- 
ing. He said to us, ‘Sit down, and write every good thing you can 
think of in heaven and on earth, and I will sign my name to them, and 
they will be your patriarchal blessings.’ If you only live for them, they 
shall all come upon you, and more. Live for the blessings you desire, 
and you will obtain them.” (Journal of Discourses, 8:55.) 

It has been suggested that when Patriarchs “place their hands 
upon the heads of the people to bless them, if they feel so impressed, 
to conclude their blessings something like this: ‘I seal these blessings 
upon your head according to your faith and your diligence in keeping 
the commandments of the Lord.’ ... Then there can be no disappoint- 
ment on the part of the family or friends, for they will see that these 
pisses are conditional upon their keeping the commandments of 

rare Boe 

If the one receiving the blessing does prove worthy, the blessing 
given by inspiration is sure of fulfilment, for “the Patriarchs have the 
gift of being prophets, seers and revelators, to reveal the mind and 
will of God (to those they bless), and portray unto the faithful their 
future lives.” (April Conference Report, 1902, p. 44.) 


Patriarchs Make Known Our Lineage. “It is the policy and order 
of the Church at the present time to have at least one patriarch in each 
stake, who is authorized to bless the members of the stake, and declare 
their lineage, in a similar way to the manner in which Jacob blessed 
his grandsons, and his own sons. At the present time in the Church 
the great majority of those receiving their blessings are declared to be 
of the house and lineage of Ephraim . .. while the blood of Manasseh 
is found in the tribes and nations of the Indians of North and South 
America. ... We may discover our lineage and where we stand in Israel.’ 
(Patriarch Hyrum G. Smith, Utah Gen. Mag., 20:124.) 

Excerpts From Patriarchal Blessings. The character of blessings 
pronounced by Patriarchs may be judged from these excerpts from 
several blessings given by Patriarch Joseph Smith, Sr., many years ago. 


“T lay my hands upon thy head, asking my heavenly Father to 
prepare me to perform the duty of a Patriarch, and put words into my 
mouth whereby I may tell thee all that is recorded in heaven for thee 
to look upon, even the blessing which God has in reserve for thee.” 
(Book 2:224.) 


“God will hear me if I speak unadvisedly with my lips. I am 
accountable for what I say to thee. God give me his Spirit while I 
stand to bless thee... . God has designed thee for a mighty man in this 
generation. ... Thy posterity shall be blessed. Yea, thy children shall 
be received into the covenant from generation to generation. Thou 
art a descendant of Abraham, thou and thy children shall be blest with 
the blessings of the Patriarch Joseph, the son of Jacob.” (Ib. 2:224.) 


“God has had his eye on thee from all eternity. Thou hast a claim 
on the Priesthood and its powers. Thou art of the house and lineage 
of Joseph, the son of Jacob; thy descent is through the loins of Ephraim. 
.... and as one of the horns of Joseph, thou must push the people to- 
gether from the ends of the earth.” (Ib. 2:223.) 


“Thou must be faithful to God, in keeping all his holy command- 
ments. Be diligent in the great work unto which thou art called, for 
the eyes of God and all the holy prophets have been and are upon thee. 
God has looked upon thee from eternity, and thy name is written in 
the Lamhb’s Book of Life. ... I confer upon thy head the blessings of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, for thou art a chosen vessel of the Lord, 
even as Paul, for the eyes of the Lord are upon thee. He has known 
thy walk and watched over thy person and guarded thee by his holy 
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angels. The blessings of heaven and earth are yours. ... Thou must 


exercise the powers of the Priesthood, for thou shalt have great power 
and mighty faith, even like unto Joshua and Enoch of old. ... Thou art 


of the pure blood of Joseph, through the loins and lineage of Ephraim; 
therefore, all heaven is willing to bless thee; and the angels of God will 
administer to thee; and they shall continue to guard thee. ... Thou shalt 
gather many souls into the kingdom of Christ in the last days. Si HOU 
shalt have posterity and thy seed shall be very numerous: they shall all 
be mighty men in the earth: they shall be kings and priests unto God 
and the Lamb, and they shall have an inheritance in Zion, ... This is 
thy blessing, and not one jot or tittle of it shall fail. And now, by the 
authority of the holy Priesthood, I seal thee up unto eternal life, for 
thou shalt receive a crown of glory at the right hand of God, to go no 
more out forever. All these blessings I seal upon thy head in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Amen.” (Ib. 2:219-220.) 

Sacred Nature of Patriarchal Blessings. These quotations will im- 
press one with the sacredness of such a blessing. Your blessing is in 
reality a revelation from the Lord to you, for your inspiration and guid- 
ance. It should not be made public property, nor be passed about in- 
discriminately to be widely read and commented upon. It is primarily 
and specifically for you. When you go for your blessing, if you have 
not already received it, go alone or with your parents.. Do not go in 
classes or groups. You should have it carefully recorded and preserved, 
read it often and reflect upon and strive for the blessings promised 
therein. It will impress upon you as perhaps nothing else can, the great 
importance of your life and lineage, your present mission, and the bless- 
ings in store for you if you prove faithful. 


Things to Do 


1. Analyze your Patriarchal Blessing, and record in your book, 
“My Forefathers,” what it tells you of, 1. Your Lineage; 2. Your Mis- 
sion in Life; 3. Your Posterity; 4. Blessings Promised for the Future. 


LESSON 3—FIVE FAMOUS FATHERS 


Michael or Adam, the Prince of All}. “And this is the genealogy of 
the sons of Adam, who was the son of God, with whom God, himself, 
conversed.” (Moses 6:22.) “And death hath come upon our fathers;. 
nevertheless we know them, and cannot deny, and even the first of all 
we know, even Adam. For a book of remembrance we have written 
among us.” (Moses 6:45-46.) “. .. anda genealogy was kept of the 
children of God. And this was the book of the generations of Adam, 
saying: In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made 
he him; In the image of his own body, male and female, created he 
them, and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when 
they were created and became living souls in the land upon the foot- 
stool of God.” (Moses 6:8-9.) 

What a glorious forefather is Adam. In the existence before earth 
life he was Michael, the great prince and archangel, who was divinely 
chosen and appointed to stand at the head of the human family upon 
this earth. There he fought the battle against Lucifer; and once again 
shall he marshal the armies of the faithful in the last great conflict with 
the forces of evil. In Eden he made the only wise choice. Obedient 
to the Gospel, he was afterward caught away by the Spirit and bap- 
tized, and the Holy Ghost fell on him. Then he heard a voice out of 
heaven, saying, “Behold, thou art one in me, a son of God; and thus 
may all become my sons.” 

By virtue of his position ‘as the first man on the earth, and the 
father of all, he has earned the honor of presiding, under Christ, over 
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the whole human family forever, as the prince of all, the Ancient of 
Days. He was the first to receive the Gospel.and the Priesthood, which 
he conferred upon his faithful children, and he holds the keys of salva- 
tion for this earth, under the direction ‘of the Holy One. 

Before the coming of the Lord in glory, Adam shall come to visit 
the great official gathering of his children in the valley of Adam- 
ondi-Ahman. “He will call his children together and hold a council 
with them to prepare them for the coming of the Son of Man... all 
that have had the keys must stand before him in this grand council. . 
The Son of Man stands before him and there is given him glory and 
dominion. Adam delivers up his stewardship to Christ, that which was 
delivered to him as holding the keys of the universe, but retains his 
standing as head of the human family.” (Doc. Church History, 3:386.) 


“Verily I say unto you, before the earth shall pass away, Michael, 
mine archangel, shall sound his trump, and then shall all the dead 
awake, for their graves shall be opened, and they shall come forth— 
yea, even all.’ (Doc. and Cov. 29:26.) 


When Lucifer shall be loosed for a little season, ae the end of the 
Millennium, to gather together his armies, “Michael, the seventh angel, 
even the archangel, shall gather together ‘his armies, even the hosts of 
heaven. And the devil shall gather together his armies; even the hosts 
of hell, and shall come up to battle against Michael and his armies. And 
then cometh the battle of the great God; and the devil and his armies 
shall be cast away into their own place, that they shall not have power 
over the saints any more at all. For Mich hall fight their battles, © 
and shall overcome him who seeketh the throne of him _who sitte 
tipon the throne, even the Lamb, T= DOC sand cov, 88: ee 


sons of Adam was Seth, who was born when Adam was 130 years old. 
At his birth Adam glorified God, and said, “God hath appointed me 
another seed, instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.’’ Seth grew to be in 
the exact likeness of his father, and seemed so like his father in all 
things, that he could be distinguished from him only by age. He was 
called a “perfect man;” God revealed himself unto Seth, and he proved 
obedient and faithful, even as his brother Abel. To him was given 
the birthright, and Adam blessed him that his posterity should be the 
covenant people, and bearers of the Priesthood, and should be preserved 
unto the end of the earth. Seth prophesied all his days, and when his 
son Enos was born, he taught him in the ways of God, and Enos 
prophesied also. 


“And then began these men to call upon the name of the Lord, and 
the Lord blessed them; And a book of remembrance was kept, in the 
which was recorded, in the language of Adam, for it was given unto 
as many as called upon God to write by the spirit of inspiration; And 
by them their children were taught to read and write, having a lan- 
guage which was pure and undefiled.” (Moses 6:4-6.) 


Enoch and the City of Zion. Enoch was the son of Jared, who 
taught ‘his son in all the ways of God. He was the seventh bearer of 
the patriarchal priesthood which came down by lineage. He was 
ordained by Adam when only 25; and was blessed by him when 65. 
He lived in a day when the children of men were numerous, and Satan 
raged in their hearts and exercised great dominion among them. Wars 
and bloodshed prevailed everywhere except in the land of Cainan, which 
was the land of promise and righteousness settled by Enos, son of Seth. 

The Lord called upon Enoch as he journeyed, saying: ‘Enoch, 
my son, prophesy unto this people.” Enoch bowed himself to the earth, 
and asked, ‘Why is it that I have found favor in thy sight, and am but 
a lad, and all the people hate me; for I am slow of speech; wherefore 
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am I thy servant?’ And the Lord said unto Enoch: “Go forth and 
do as I have commanded thee, and no man shall pierce thee. Open 
thy mouth, and it shall be filled and I will give thee utterance, for all 
flesh is in my ‘hands, and I will do as seemeth me good.” 


Thus commissioned, Enoch went forth with such power, calling 
the people to repentance, prophesying, and speaking the word of the 
Lord, that the wicked quaked and trembled before him. “And so great 
was the faith of Enoch, that he led the people of God, and their enemies 
came to battle against them; and he spake the word of the Lord, and 
the earth trembled, and the mountains fled, even according to his com- 
mand; ... and all nations feared greatly, so powerful was the word 
of Enoch, and so great was the power of the language which God had 
given him.”’ (Moses 7:13.) 


This mighty prophet was given a marvelous vision of the world 
unto its very end. The Lord promised him that the Messiah and also 
Noah should come to earth through his lineage, and that Enoch’s pos- 
terity should remain while the earth should stand. He founded Zion, 
a city of peace and holiness, and “the Lord came and dwelt with his 
people.” When Enoch was 430 years old he and all his city were taken 
into heaven, but it is promised that they shall return and unite with the 
Po Jerusalem on the earth, at the time of the second coming of the 

or 


Noah, Second Father of the Race. Methuselah, son of Enoch, was 
not taken with Zion, that the Lord’s covenant as to the posterity of © 
Enoch might be fulfilled. Methuselah ordained his grandson Noah 
when the latter was only ten years old. Generation followed genera- 
tion after the taking up of Zion, and Satan’s power increased, until the 
Lord declared that among all the workmanship of his hands there had 
not been such great wickedness. Noah became a great prophet like 
Enoch, and for 120 years he cried repentance, and warned of the im- 
pending flood. Giants in the land sought his life, but the Lord pre- 
served him. “And thus Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord; for 
Noah was a just man, and perfect in his generation; and he walked with 
God, as did also his three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.” (Moses 
8: Or In the 600th year of Noah’s life the floods came and swallowed 
up the wicked, and all Noah’s posterity except his three sons and their 
Wives. Through them, “from Noah came all the families of the earth.” 
Thus he occupies a position similar to father Adam. The Prophet 
taught that Adam was the first great High Priest, and Noah next. 
Noah is identified with the Angel Gabriel who announced to Mary 
the birth of Jesus. 


Shem, Chosen Son of Noah. We have not the full story of Shem. 
He was son to Noah through the same mother as Japheth, and because 
of his righteous ways was called a “son of God.” Daughters born to 
him were taken to wife by the wicked, designated as the “sons of men,” 
by whom they were mothers to mighty men of great renown. “And 
the Lord said to Noah: The daughters of thy sons have sold them- 
selves; for behold mine anger is kindled against the sons of men, for 
they will not hearken to my voice.” After the flood the whole earth 
was overspread by the children born to Shem and his two brothers. 
It is clear that on Shem was pronounced the blessings of the chosen 
seed. “Blessed be the God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. 
God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem.” 
(Gen. 9:26-27.) In Jewish tradition and in the Book of Jasher Shem 
is identified with Melchizedek, to whom Abraham paid tithes, and who 
ordained Abraham to the Priesthood. ‘Now this Melchizedek was a 
king over the land of Salem; and his people had waxed strong in 
iniquity and abomination; yea, they had all gone astray; they were full 
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of all manner of wickedness. But Melchizedek having exercised mighty 
faith, and received the office of the high priesthood according to the 
holy order of God, did preach repentance unto his people. And behold, 
they did repent; and Melchizedek did establish peace in the land in his 
days; therefore he was called the prince of peace, for he was king of 
Salem; and he did reign under his father. Now, there were many before 
him, and also they were many afterwards, but none were greater.” 
(Alma 13:17-19.) ; 

It should be noted that Shem outlived his father only 52 years; 
but he outlived Abraham 35 years. 


Things to Do 


1. Make a lineal pedigree showing the descent of Shem from Adam. 
2. Tabulate from the information in Genesis 10: a pedigree of the 
descendants of Noah. 


LESSON 4—THE BLESSINGS OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC 
AND jJACOs 


What Are These Blessings? In Patriarchal Blessings the expression 
is heard, “I seal upon you the blessings of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 
Coming as it does as the very climax of the blessing, it is clearly meant 
to confer glorious powers and privileges upon the recipient. What 
blessings are here specified? 

The Lord’s Blessing to Abraham. Finding that he was, as a de- 
scendant of Shem and Noah, a rightful heir to the Priesthood by line- 
age, Abraham wrote, “I sought for mine appointment unto the Priest- 
hood, according to the appointment of God unto the fathers concern- 
ing the seed.” (Abraham 1:4.) “I sought for the blessings of the 
fathers, and the right whereunto I should be ordained to administer 
the same.” (Abr. 1:2.) So faithful did he prove to the Lord, even 
at risk of being sacrificed upon a heathen altar, and being ready to offer 
up his own child of promise at the command of God, that the Lord 
made a sacred and enduring covenant to bless Abraham and his pos- 
terity to the latest generation. Gathered from the various passages 
where they are recorded, the blessings read something like this: 

Power of the Priesthood as God’s Minister. ‘‘Because thou hast 
obeyed my voice, I will establish my covenant between me and thee 
and thy seed after thee for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto 
thee and thy seed. I have purposed to make of thee a minister to 
bear my name. I will put upon thee my name, even the Priesthood of 
thy father. My power shall be over thee, and I will lead thee by the 
hand. As it was with Noah so shall it be with thee. I will bless them 
that bless thee, and curse them that curse thee. I will bless thee above 
measure, and make thy name great among all nations. Through thy 
ministry my name shall be known in the earth forever. And thou 
shalt be a blessing unto thy seed after thee, that in their hands they 
shall bear this ministry and Priesthood unto all nations; and I will 
bless them through thy name; and in thee and thy Priesthood, and in 
thy seed and their Priesthood (for I give unto thee a promise that this 
right shall continue in thee and in the literal seed of thy body after 
thee), shall all the families and nations of the earth be blessed, even 
with the blessings of the Gospel, which are the blessings of life eternal. 

An Everlasting Inheritance. “Lift up thine eyes, and look from 
the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward and 
westward: from the river of Egypt to the great river Euphrates, all the 
land which thou seest will I give to thee and thy seed for an everlast- 
ing possession. 
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Great and Numerous Posterity. “Thou shalt surely become a great 
and mighty nation. Sarah shall be a mother of nations; kings of people 
shall be of her. Thou shalt be a father of many nations; I will make 
nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. Thy seed shall pos- 
sess the gate of his enemies. I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and 
will multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, and as the sand which is 
upon the seashore. I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so 
that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also 
be numbered. Look now toward heaven, and count the stars, if thou 
be able to number them: so shall thy seed be.” 


Thy Seed Shall Be Like Unto These. “Thus I, Abraham, talked 
with the Lord, face to face, as one man talketh-with another; and he 
told me of the works which his hands had made; And he said unto me: 
My son, my son (and his hand was stretched out), behold I will show 
you all these. And he put his hand upon mine eyes, and I saw those 
things which his hands had made, which were many; and they mul- 
tiplied before mine eyes, and I could not see the end thereof. ... And 
it was in the night time when the Lord spake these words unto me: 
I will multiply thee, and thy seed after thee, like unto these; if thou 
canst count the number of sands, so shall be the number of thy seeds.” 
(Abraham 3:11-12, 14.) 


What Abraham Saw. A faint idea of the number of stars which 
Abraham saw by inspired vision may be had from these items gleaned 
from the writings of a noted astronomer. The sun and its family of 
planets isa member of a great star family, bounded by the Milky Way, 
made up of a crowd of faint stars, which stretches as a full circle of 
light completely around the earth. The number of stars in this star 
family is estimated variously at from 100,000 million to 500,000 million. 
“With perfect eyesight on a clear moonless night we can see about 3000 
stars. Imagine each of these 3000 stars to spread out into a complete 
sky-full of 3000 new stars, and we are contemplating 9 million stars, 
which is still only the number visible in a telescope of 5 inches aperture. 
We probably cannot ask our imagination to play the same trick for us 
a second time, but if it can be persuaded to do so, and if we can think 
of each of these 9 million stars as again generating a whole sky-full of 
stars, we still have only 27,000 million stars within our purviews—far 
below the lowest estimate, “Or, if we prefer, let us notice that the 
number of stars photographically visible in the 100-inch telescope, 
namely 1500 million, is about equal to the number of men, women and 
children in the world. Each inhabitant of the earth—each man, woman 
and child living in the five continents or traveling on the seven seas— 
can be allowed to choose his own particular star,” and can repeat this 
process from 66 to 333 times without using any stars but those in our 
own star family, or galactic system, as it is called. ‘“‘After this we can 
still go exploring outside the galactic system and find more and ever 
more stars. The galactic system ... no more contains all the stars in 
space than one house contains all the inhabitants of Great Britain. 
There are millions of other houses and millions of other families of 
stars.” Faint nebulous objects, appearing only as hazy patches of light 
are described as other “island universes,” “star cities,’ or “star fam- 
ilies.” ‘These are the other houses in which other families of stars 
are to be found. The most powerful of modern telescopes show that 
they consist, in part at least, of huge clouds of stars. ... Even the nearest 
of these nebulae is so remote that light takes some 850,000 years to 
travel from it to us.” (Sir James Jeans: The Universe Around Us, 


pp. 64-66 


As the imagination staggers in an effort to conceive of the vast 
number of stars the scientists claim to exist, we are startled by this 
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declaration: “The system of astronomy revealed by God to Abraham 
is so vast, so grand, so comprehensive, that no uninspired man ever 
searched out its depths or ascended its heights. Occasionally a patient 
searcher after truth caught a faint glimmer of its glory, but that was 
all.” (Elder George Reynolds: The Book of Abraham, p. 28.) But 
Enoch’s declaration to the Lord makes all other descriptions of the 
grandeur of the universe pale into insignificance. ‘‘And were it pos- 
sible that man could number the particles of the earth, yea millions of 
earths like this, it would not be a beginning to the number of thy 
creations.” (Moses 7:30.) No wonder the Lord said unto Moses, 
“Worlds without number have I created ...and innumerable are they 
unto man; but they are numbered unto me, for they are mine and | 
know them.” (Moses 1:31, 33, 35.) 

Abraham’s Blessings May Be Yours. Summarized, Abraham’s 
covenant blessings were these: He and his descendants should possess 
the Priesthood and minister for God eternally, through faithfulness ob- 
taining eternal life. Thus they would be. privileged to dwell with and 
be like God, sharing with him the rule of the universe. They should 
have an everlasting inheritance upon this earth, even after it becomes a 
celestial kingdom. Through their children born on earth and spirit chil- 
dren born to them after the resurrection, they should have the power of 
eternal lives or eternal increase, eventually to create worlds and people 
them with their offspring, who will constitute the kingdom over which 
they. shall rule. 

The Lord renewed this covenant with Isaac (Gen. 17:19-21; 24:60; 
25:11; 26:4), and confirmed the blessings of Abraham and Isaac upon 
Jacob. (Gen. 27:28-29, 33; 28:3-4; 28:13-15; 32:12; 35:11-12.) 

He has revealed unto us in this day, “For ye are the children of 
Israel, and of the seed of Abraham.” (Doc. & Cov. 103:17.) Through 
faithfulness and obedience to all the ordinances of the Gospel we may 
have sealed upon us every covenant and blessing which the Lord be- 
stowed upon our fathers, even “the blessings of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob.” 


Things to Do 


1. Record in your book, “My Forefathers,” Abraham’s line of or- 
dination to the Priesthood, (Doc. and Cov. 84:14-16; 107:42-52) back 
to Adam. . 

2. Make a diagram pedigree from Shem to the sons of Jacob, and 
show the place of Rebecca, Leah and Rachel in the line. 


LESSON 5—THE SEED OF JOSEPH 


A Patriarchal Blessing of Old. The Bible, as it has come down 
to us, gives only a part of the blessing which Jacob gave to his most 
faithful son Joseph. In the inspired revision by the Prophet these missing 
parts were restored. We quote from Genesis 48:3-11, in the Inspired 
Translation: 

“And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto me at 
Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me, 

“And he said unto me, Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and multiply 
thee, and I will make of thee a multitude of people; and will give this land 
to thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession. 

“And now, of thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which were 
born unto thee in the land of Egypt; behold, they are mine, and the 
God of my fathers shall bless them; even as Reuben and Simeon they 
shall be blessed, for they are mine; wherefore they shall be called after 
my name. (Therefore they were called Israel.) 

“And thy issue which thou begettest after them, shall be thine, and 
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shall be called after the name of their brethren in their inheritance, 
in the tribes; therefore they were called the tribes of Manasseh and of 
Ephraim. 

“And Jacob said unto Joseph, when the God of my fathers appeared 
unto me in Luz, in the Land of Canaan; he sware unto me, that he 
would give unto me, and unto my seed, the land for an everlasting 
possession. 

“Therefore, O my son, he hath blessed me in raising thee up to be a 
servant unto me, in saving my house from death; 

“In delivering my people, thy brethren, from famine which was 
sore in the land: wherefore the God of thy father shall bless thee, and 
the fruit of thy loins, that they shall be blessed above thy brethren, and 
thy father’s house; 

“For thou hast prevailed, and thy father’s house has bowed down 
unto thee, even as it was shown unto thee, before thou was sold into 
Egypt by the hands of thy brethren; wherefore thy brethren shall bow 
down unto thee, from generation to generation, unto the fruit of thy 
loins for ever; 

“For thou shalt be a light unto my people, to deliver them in the 
days of their captivity, from bondage; and to bring salvation unto them, 
when they are altogether bowed down under sin.” (Read also Gen. 
49: 27-26%, Deut. 3313-17.) 


The Prophecy of Joseph in Egypt. Sree his death-bed, Joseph 
told his brethren of a revelation the Lord had given him. This also 
is not in the “authorized” version of the Bible, but it is quoted in great 
part by the Prophet Lehi in blessing, as a patriarch, his own son Joseph 
(See 2 Nephi 3:4-24). 

The version to follow is again from the Inspired Translation. 
(Genesis 50:24-34.) 

“And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die, and go unto my fathers; 
and I go down to my grave with joy. The God of my father Jacob 
be with you, to deliver you out-of affliction in the days of your bond- 
age; for the Lord hath visited me, and I have obtained a promise of 
the Lord, that out of the fruit of my loins, the Lord God will raise up 
a righteous branch out of my loins; and unto thee, whom my father 
Jacob hath named Israel, a prophet (not the Messiah who is called 
Shilo); and this prophet shall eS my people out of Egypt in the 
days of thy bondage. 

“And it shall come to pass fier they shall be scattered again; and 
a branch shall be broken off, and shall be carried into a far country: 
nevertheless they shall be remembered in the covenants of the Lord, 
when the Messiah cometh; for he shall be made manifest unto them 
in the latter days, in the Spirit of power; and shall bring them out of 
darkness into light; out of hidden darkness, and out of captivity unto 
freedom. 

“A seer shall the Lord my God raise up, who shall be a choice 
seer unto the fruit of my loins. 

“Thus saith the Lord God of my fathers unto me, A choice seer will 
I raise up out of the fruit of thy loins, and he shall be esteemed highly 
among the fruit of thy loins, his brethren; and unto him will I give 
commandments that he shall do a work for the fruit of thy loins. 

“And he shall bring them to the knowledge of the covenants which 
I have made with thy father; and he shall do whatsoever work I shall 
command him. 

“And I will make him great in mine eyes, for he shall do my work: 
and he shall be great like unto him whom I have said I would raise 
up unto you, to deliver my people, O house of Israel, out of the land 
of Egypt; for a seer will I raise up to deliver ny people out of the 


14 OUR LINEAGE 


land of Egypt; and he shall be called Moses. And by this name he shall 
know that he is of thy house; for he shall be nursed by the king’s 
daughter, and shall be called her son. 

“And again, a seer will I raise up out of the fruit of thy loins, and 
unto him will I give power to bring forth my word unto the seed of 
thy loins; and not to the bringing forth of my word only, saith the 
Lord, but to the convincing them of my word, which shall have already 
gone forth among them in the last days; 

‘“‘Wherefore the fruit of thy loins shall write, and the fruit of the 
loins of Judah shall write; and that which shall be written by the fruit 
of thy loins, and also that which shall be written by the fruit of the 
loins of Judah, shall grow together unto the confounding of false doc- 
trines, and laying down of contentions, and establishing peace among 
the fruit of thy loins, and bringing them to a knowledge of their fathers 
in the latter days; and also to the knowledge of my covenants, saith 
the Lord. 

“And out of weakness shall he be made strong, in that day when my 
work shall go forth among all my people, which shall restore them, 
who are of the house of Israel, in the last days. 

“And that seer will I bless, and they that seek to destroy him shall 
be confounded; for this promise I give unto you; for I will remember 
you from generation to generation; and his name shall be called Joseph, 
and it shall be after the name of his father; and he shall be like unto 
you; for the thing which the Lord shall bring forth by his hand shall 
bring my people unto salvation. 

“And the Lord sware unto Joseph, that he would preserve his seed 
forever.” 

The Prophet’s Patriarchal Blessing. An echo of this prophecy of 
Joseph in Egypt—a further declaration of supreme interest to us, 1S 
found in the Patriarchal Blessing which Joseph Smith, Sr., gave to his 
son, Joseph the Prophet. (Book 2 of Patriarchal Blessings, page 5.) 


“A marvelous work and a wonder has the Lord wrought by thy 
hand, even that which shall prepare the way for the remnants of his 
people to come in among the Gentiles, with their fulness, as the tribes 
of Israel are restored. I bless thee with the blessings of thy fathers 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; and even the blessings of thy father Joseph, 
the son of Jacob. Behold, he looked after his posterity in the last days, 
when they should be scattered and driven by the Gentiles, and wept 
before the Lord; he sought diligently to know from whence the Son 
should come who should bring forth the word of the Lord, by which 
they might be enlightened, and brought back to the true fold, and his 
eyes beheld thee, my son; his heart rejoiced and his soul was satisfied 
and he said, As my blessings are to extend to the utmost bounds of the 
everlasting hills; as my father’s blessing prevailed over the blessings 
of his progenitors, and as my branches are to run over the wall, and my 
seed are to inherit the choice land whereon the Zion of God shall stand 
in the last days, from among my seed, scattered with the Gentiles, shall 
a choice Seer arise, whose bowels shall be a fountain of truth, whose 
loins shall be girded with the girdle of righteousness, whose hands shall 
be lifted with acceptance before the God of Jacob to turn away his 
anger from his anointed, whose heart shall meditate great wisdom, 
whose intelligence shall circumscribe and comprehend the deep things 
of God, and whose mouth shall utter the law of the just ... and he shall 
feed upon the heritage of Jacob his father: Thou (Joseph Smith, Jr.) 
shall hold the keys of this ministry, even the presidency of this Church, 
both in time and in eternity, and thou shalt stand on Mount Zion when 
the tribes of Jacob come shouting from the north, and with thy breth- 
ren, the Sons of Ephraim, crown them in the name of Jesus Christ.” 
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The Savior of the House of Israel. “Abraham was ordained to be 
the father of the faithful—he was ordained to come forth at a certain 
period. . He foreknew what Joseph, who was sold into Egypt, would 
do. Joseph was foreordained to be the temporal savior of his father’s 
house, and the seed of Joseph are ordained to be the spiritual and tem- 
poral ‘saviors of all the house of Israel in the latter days. Joseph’s seed 
has mixed itself with all the seed of man upon the face of the whole 
earth. The great majority of those who are now before me are the 
descendants of that Joseph who was sold. Joseph Smith, Junior, was 
foreordained to come through the loins of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Joseph, and so-on down through the Prophets and Apostles; and thus 
he came forth in the last days to be a minister of salvation, and to hold 
the keys of the last dispensation of the fulness of times.” (Pres. Brig- 
ham Young, Journal of Discourses, vol. 7:289-290, from a sermon de- 
livered in the Tabernacle, Oct. 9, 1859.) 


Things to Do 


1. List in your Book of Forefathers the specific blessings promised 
to the children and seed of Joseph. Show their fulfilment. 

2. Copy into your book the passage on the parentage of Asenath, 
wife of Joseph, quoted in the Utah Gen. Mag,, vol. 21, pp. 129-130. 


LESSON 6—ALL ISRAEL WERE RECKONED 
BYeGENEALOGIES 


Offices and Blessings Based on Lineage. In the Patriarchal Bless- 
ings which Jacob bestowed upon his sons it is clear that special priv- 
ileges and blessings were promised to certain ones among those sons. 
Thus to Judah: ‘‘Thy father’s children shall bow down before thee... . 
The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between 
his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the 
people be.” Understanding this and the blessing given Joseph, a later 
chronicler wrote: “Reuben was the firstborn, but his birthright was 
given unto the sons of Joseph the son of Israel; and the genealogy is 
not to be reckoned after the birthright. ~~ (1 <Chron...o:1-2.) “evi was 
to be divided in Jacob and scattered in Israel. Later, the Levites were 
given the priesthood for their inheritance, and only descendants of 
Aaron could hold the office of chief priest. Genealogies tracing out 
the lines of descent in these families thus became of supreme import- » 
ance among the Israelites. 

According to the House of Their Fathers. “So all Israel were 
reckoned by genealogies; and behold they were written in the book of 
the kings of Israel and Judah” (I Chron. 9:1.) A complete genealogy 
of all the posterity of Jacob who came with him to Egypt, 66 souls, is 
given in Gen. 46:8-26. A later genealogy, listing the heads of families 
derived from the sons of Jacob is recorded in Exodus 6:14-25. Two 
years after the exodus from Egypt the Lord spake unto Moses in the 
wilderness of Sinai, commanding him to “take the sum of all the con- 
gregation of the children of Israel, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers. ... And with you there shall be a man of every tribe; 
every one head of the house of his fathers.” The Lord likewise desig- 
nated who should be considered “the renowned of the congregation, 
princes of the tribes of their fathers.’ For Judah it was Nahshon, the 
son of Amminadab; of the children of Joseph—of Ephraim it was 
Elishama, the son of Ammihud; of Manasseh, Gamaliel the son of 
Pedah-zur. . 

Under the leadership of these men, the assembled Israelites “de- 
clared their pedigrees after their families, by the house of their fathers.” 
The count showed 74,000 males of Judah over twenty years old who 
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JACOB a 1, Leah 


| 
dau. of Shuah md. JUDAH ma. Tamar 
the Canaanite 


| | | | | 
Er Onan Shelah Pharez Zerah 
(died in | 

Canaan) | 








Abiah, dau. of md. 2. Hezron md. ? Hamul 
Amram Machir (son of | 
nd. his or Manasseh) 
sunt Ammj- | 
jochebed nadab | | | 
Segub Ashur Jershmeel Ram Chelu 
| or bai 
dar Aram or 
| Caleb 
Ammi- 
nadab 
| | | | , 
Miriam MOSES AARON md. Elisheba NAHSHON 
: ay priest) (prince of Judah) 
| Salma or Salmon md. Rahab 
| | | 
Nadab Abihu - Eleazer Ithamar Boaz md, Ruth 
(slain by fire) 
Phinehas Obed 
(md. the | 
dau. of Jesse 
Putiel) 
| | | | | | | | 
Abishua Eliab Abinadab Shimma Nethaneel Raddai Ozem DAVID 
Bukki md. 
Uzzi Bathsheba 
Zerahiah | 
Meraioth | | 
Amariah | Nathan 
Ahitub | (his line 
Zadok Solomon succeeded 
Ahimaaz Rehoboam to the 
Azariah Abijah throne on 
Johanan Asa the extinc- 
Azariah Jehosophat tion of 
Amariah Jehoram Solomon’s 
Ahitub Ahaziah heirs) 
Zadok Joash 
Shallum Amaziah 
Hilkiah Uzziah 
| Jotham 
| Ahaz 
Azariah Jeremiah Hezekiah 
Seraiah the Prophet Manasseh 
| Ammon 
| | Hamutal md. King Josiah 
Jehozadak Ezra the | References: Gen. 46:11-12; 
-Joshuah Prophet King Zedekiah I Chron. 2:3-5, 9-15, 21, 24; 
_ (chief E*G@hroneo toy. L0- 16: 
priest Mulek Matt. 1:3-11; Numb. 26: 57-61 ; 
after the (escaped to America) Exodus 6: 16. 18420923255 
_ captivity) I Chron. 6:1-15. 
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were able to go forth to war; 40,500 of Ephraim and 32,200 of Manasseh; 
while for all Israel the count showed 603,550 warriors. The Levites . 
were not included. 


Each Tribe with the Ensign of Their Father’s House. The Lord 
commanded also that ‘‘the children of Israel shall pitch their tents, 
every man by his own camp, and every man by his own standard 
throughout their hosts ... with the ensign of their father’s house... . 
And on the east side toward the rising of the sun shall they of the 
standard of the camp of Judah pitch throughout their armies; and 
Nahshon the son of Amminadab shall be captain of the children of 
Judah. . . . On the west side shall be the standard of the camp of 
Ephraim according to their armies; and the captain of the sons of 
Ephraim shall be Elishama the son of Ammihud.” “So they pitched by 
their standards, and so they set forward, every one after their families, 
according to the house of their fathers.” (Numbers 2.) 


They Shall Inherit According to the Tribes of Their Fathers. Before 
the new generation of Israelites entered the promised land, Moses caused 
another genealogical reckoning to be made. This had still another 
important purpose. The new land was to be divided up into inherit- 
ances, and distributed according to number and tribe—“the land shall 
be divided by lot, according to the names of the tribes of their fathers 
they shall inherit.’ Ephraim and Manasseh were treated as full-fledged 
tribes in this division; Levi was not given a special allotment of terri- 
tory, its possessions were mixed among the tribes. 


Law of Family Inheritance Revealed. A 2nd great-grandson of 
Manasseh had no sons, only daughters. He died in the wilderness, and 
his daughters pleaded their right to an inheritance before Moses, and he 
brought their cause before the Lord, for heretofore all inheritances were 
decided on the basis of male descent. The Lord spake: ‘Thou shalt 
surely give them a possession of an inheritance among their father’s 
brethren; and thou shalt cause the inheritance of their father to pass 
unto them. And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, 
If a man die, and have no son, then ye shall cause his inheritance to 
pass unto his daughter. And if he have no daughter, then ye shall give 
his inheritance unto his brethren. And if he have no brethren, then ye 
shall give his inheritance unto his father’s brethren. And if his father 
have no brethren, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his kinsman 
that is next to him of his family.” (Numbers 27:8-11.) 


Exact Catalogue of Priests’ Marriages Kept. Since the Lord had 
confirmed the priesthood upon Aaron and his seed, and the right to it 
descended from father to son, it was essential that every priest prove 
his lineage before he could officiate as high priest or in any lesser 
office. Josephus, the Jewish historian, is authority for the statement 
that their forefathers “made provision that the stock of the priests 
should continue unmixed and pure; for he who is a partaker of the 
priesthood must propagate of a wife of the same nation, without having 
any regard to money, or any other dignities; but he is to make scru- 
tiny, and take his wife’s genealogy from the ancient tables, and pro- 
cure many witnesses to it.” Not only in Judea, but in other centers of 
Jewish population such as Egypt and Alexandria, he states that “an 
exact catalogue of our priests’ marriages is kept ... whithersoever our 
priests are scattered; for they send to Jerusalem the ancient names of 
their parents in writing, as well as those of their remoter ancestors, 
and signify who are the witnesses also; but if any wars fall out... 
those priests that survive them compose new tables of genealogy out 
of the old records, and examine the circumstances of the women that 
remain; ... but what is the strongest argument of our exact manage- 
ment in this matter is what I am now going to say, that we have the 


OUR LINEAGE 19 


names of our high priests from father to son, set down in our records, 
for the interval of 2000 years.” (Josephus: Apion, Book 1.) 

The exactness of these requirements is attested by the rejection 
of those children of the priests who returned from the captivity in 
Babylon, who could not show their father’s house, and their lineage. 
“These sought their register among those that were reckoned by gen- 
ealogy, but they were not found; therefore were they, as polluted, put 
from the priesthood.” (Ezra 2:61-62.) 

Numerous and Accurate Genealogies Kept. Since the blessings of 
the birthright, the right of temporal rule, the priesthood and family 
inheritance depended upon lineage, it is small wonder the Old Testa- 
ment contains a wonderful store of genealogies. Note particularly 
Numbers 26; I Chronicles, chapters 1-9; Exodus 6:14-25; Matthew I: 
1-17; Luke 3:23-38. Examples of the descents recorded from Judah, 
Levi, Ephraim and Manasseh are appended to this lesson, in tabular 
pedigrees (pp. 16-17). 


Things to Do 


1. Verify, by looking up the references given, the relationships 
shown in the pedigrees. 
Write a concise statement, in paragraph form, of what is shown 
on these four lines of descendants. 
3. Copy these diagram pedigrees in your Book of Forefathers. 


LESSON 7—ORIGIN OF THE HAWAIIAN PEOPLE 


Hawaiian Traditions and Genealogies. Among this people numer- 
ous traditions, genealogies, songs and sagas were jealously preserved 
by the chiefs, priests and bards, and handed down from generation to 
generation. Different families and rival dynasties all preserved their 
own, and these independent records are now available for comparison. 
Judge Fornander, a diligent student of Hawaiian Antiquities, has writ- 
ten: “Of the almost incredible tenacity and faithfulness with which 
these traditions were preserved and handed down, abundant proofs exist 
in the uncorrupted exactness with which they are repeated even at this 
late day, when collected and written down as delivered by the old peo- 
ple in various parts of the islands. I have two independent sets of the 
prayer and chant of ‘Kapaahulani,’ recounting the genealogy and ex- 
ploits of Kualii; a famous king of Oahu—one collected on Hawaii, the 
other on Oahu—and yet—though it is perhaps the longest poem in the 
Hawaiian language, having six hundred and eighteen lines—the two 
versions do not differ to a word; so tenacious was the memory, so faith- 
ful was the preservation of the original composition.” (Hawaiian An- 
tiquities and Folk-lore, vol. 6, p. 240.) 

The Legend of Hawaii-Loa. As an example of their traditions 
Fornander quotes the “Legend of Hawaii-loa,” compiled and condensed 
from the natives, Kepelino and S. M. Kamakau, the latter of whom he 
calls “probably the best informed Hawaiian archaeologist of the present 
day.” <A greatly condensed form is here given, following as nearly as 
possible the exact words of the translation. The supposed identity of 
the characters with those in the Bible is given here in brackets, but does 
not appear in the original. 

“The one god (Kane) comprised three beings—Kane, Ku, Lono. 
Kane was the root or origin of gods and all created things; Ku was 
‘the workman who performed everything; Lono was the essence of 
wisdom and power. Three heavens did they create or call into exist- 
ence by their word of command. When the heavens were made they 
created the earth. Kane also created spirits to act as his servants or 
messengers at the time the stars were made. When the earth had been 
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made and all things on it, man was created. Kane was the model after 
which he was made; Ku was the workman who made. him, and Lono 
assisted generally. When the clay-image was made, they three breathed 
into his nose, and that breath was called ‘he maule o Lono.’ The gods 
then called on him to become a living being. They called his name 
Honua-ula or Kumu Honua, and he was placed on the land called 
Kalana i Hauola (Eden), a beautiful, fertile land stocked with fruits 
and tame animals. This land of Paradise was the central part of the 
world, and situated in Kahiku-ku, which was a large and extensive con- 
tinent of vast dimensions. It was situated to the eastward, and it was. 
there where the gods commenced their creations. Here also, and here 
alone, grew the cloth which was forbidden to be worn by any but those 
who had been properly anointed. Here the man dwelt for a time with- 
out a wife. 


“The gods, seeing the man without a wife, descended on earth, 
put him into a sleep, took out one of his ribs, and made it into a woman. 
She was called Ke Ola Ku Honua and Lalo Honwuia. The first man was. 
a tall, handsome, majestic looking person, and so was his wife. At 
first Kane lived with Kumu Honua on earth; then Kane gave him laws 
and instructions and went up to heaven to reside. The law was called 
‘laau’ (the tree). In Kalana i Hauola grew the sacred breadfruit and 
sacred apples. It was thought by the priests of old that these tabued 
fruits were the cause of the trouble and death of Kumu Honua and 
Lalo Honua. In ancient meles he is called the fallen chief—he who 
fell by, or on account of the tree. 


“One tradition reports that Kanaloa was the generic name for a 
multitude of evil spirits, created by Kane, who opposed him and re- 
volted from him because they were not permitted to be worshipped. 
These evil spirits did not prevail but were thrust out and driven by 
Kane down to the uttermost darkness, and the chief of the evil spirits 
was called Milu, meaning the king of death; another name for him was 
Kanaloa. Kanaloa deceived Kumu Honua’s wife and she and her hus- 
band broke the laws of Kane and were driven to another land. Kumu 
Honua died and was buried on top of a high hill called Kumu Honua 
Puu, where multitudes of his descendants were also buried. 


“Three sons of this pair are given. Laka, the eldest (Cain), was 
also called the vagabond. He killed his younger brother Ahu. He 
was a bad man and progenitor of the irreligious and godless. Ahu 
(Abel) the second son, was a pious man, built altars and worshiped 
God. His brother Laka envied him and killed him. He died without 
leaving any offspring. Kapili (Seth), the third son of Kumu Honua, 
was a pious man and progenitor of the true worshipers.” 


The seventh in line was Ke Ola i Mauolina a Kane (Enoch), “the 
most upright and pious man of his time. Hence he was taken away 
alive from earth and did not die.” We pass over the intervening gen- 
erations to Nuu (Noah), “‘a pious and God-fearing man, in whose time 
came the flood. By command of God he built a large vessel with a’ 
house on top of it, in which he and his escaped. All the previous popu- 
lation having been destroyed by the flood, Nuu became the second 
progenitor of all present mankind. Nuu’s wife was named Lili Noe or 
Lili Nuu. Nuu had three sons; Nalu Akea (Ham), called the pro- 
genitor of the people living on the mainland of Kane; Nalu Hoohua 
(Japheth), the progenitor of the clear-skinned race of people. They 
did not travel or propagate themselves among the lands of the ocean, 
but dwelt to the westward. They were a war-like, proud and quarrel- 
some people. Nalu Manamana (Shem), the third and favorite son of 
Nuu, is the progenitor of the pure white people.” 

Skipping again a number of generations we come to Lua Nuu 
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{Abraham). “He was first called Kane Hoa Lani, but, becoming re- 
nowned, he was called Lua Nuu, i. e., the second Nuu. He by com- 
mand of God introduced circumcision among all his descendants. He 
left his native home and moved to a land a long way off. He was the 
father of Ku Nawao (Ishmael) by his slave-woman, and this son was 
the progenitor of a people and became a wanderer in the Desert. Lua 
Nuu was also the father of Ka Lani Menehune (Isaac) by his wife Mei 
Hiwa (Sarah). The Menehunes were a large and powerful race, the 
ancestors of the present Hawaiian people. This latter son was the 
father of Aholoholo (Esau), renowned for swiftness, and Ka Imi Puka 
Ku (Jacob), who were twins, by his wife who came from the east and 
was related to him (Rebecca). Through his cunning and adroitness 
‘the younger brother, Ka Imi Puka Ku, who was also called Kinilau-a- 
Mano, obtained the affection of his father and was aggrandized by him. 
This favorite son (Jacob) had twelve children, from the youngest of 
‘whom sprang the Hawaiian people. (The names of all twelve are giver 
in the genealogy of Lua Nuu.) 

“Ka Hekili Paapaaina (Judah) and Newenewe i Maolina (Joseph) 
were the oldest and the youngest of Kinilau’s (Jacob or Israel’s) chil- 
dren. The former is said to be the progenitor of the ‘alii kapu,’ (those 
who had the temporal power), and the latter of the ‘alii wohi,’ (those 
having the duties of a prime minister and holders of spiritual power.)”’ 
Compare “For Judah prevailed above his brethren, and of him came 
the chief ruler; but the birthright was Joseph’s.” (I Chron. 5:2.) But 
the two dignities were united through their children in this wise: 


Husband Wife Child 
Kahekili Paapaaina Ka Honua i ke Kapu Heha-ka-Moku (dau.) 
(Judah) 
Newenewe i Mavlina Nowelo Hikina Kaokao ka Lani (son) 
(Joseph) 
Kaokao ka Lani Heha-ka-Moku Aniani-Ku (son) 
(?Manasseh or 
Ephraim ) 


Se 


At this point there is evidently an omission of many generations, so 
that the pedigree should doubtless read Aniani-Ku (?Lehi) was de- 
scended from those named before him. ‘From the time of Newenewe 
to Aniani-Ku their children had spread to the eastermost shores of 
the land.” In the time of Aniani ka Lani (? Nephi), son of Aniani-Ku, 
this race had got far from the original homeland. He is quoted in both 
Tahitian and Hawaiian legends as a progenitor of their nations. 

His son (?descendant) was Hawaii Loa, or Ke Kowa i Hawaii, 
He was (?a descendant of) one of the four children of Aniani ka Lani. 
Hawaii and his brothers were born on the east coast of a country called 
the land of the yellow or handsome sea. In his time the race arrived 
at these (Hawaiian) islands, and Hawaii Loa was the ancestor of the 
Hawaiian family. He was a distinguished man and noted for his fish- 
ing excursions which would occupy sometimes months, sometimes a 
whole year, during which time he would roam about the ocean in his 
ship, with his crew and people. One time they had been long out on 
the ocean, and’ steering their course by the Eastern Star they arrived 
-at the eastermost island. They went ashore and found the country 
fertile and pleasant, and Hawaii Loa, the chief, called the land after 
his own name. Here they dwelt a long time, and when their vessel was 
filled with food and with fish. they returned to their native country 
with the firm intention to come back to Hawaii-nei which they pre- 
ferred to their own country. They had left their wives and children 
at home; therefore they returned to fetch them. And when they arrived 
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at their own country and among their relations, they were detained a 
long time before they set out again for Hawaii. At last Hawaii Loa 
started again, accompanied by his wife and his children and dwelt in 
Hawaii and gave up all thought of ever returning to his native land. 
He was accompanied also in this voyage by a great multitude of peo- 
ple. Hawaii Loa was chief of all this people, and he alone brought his 
wife and children. All the others came singly without women. Hence 
Hawaii Loa is called the special progenitor of this nation.” (Fornander: 
Hawaiian Antiquities and Folk-lore, vol. 6, pp. 266-278.) (Compare 
Alma 63:5-8.) 

Positive Proof of the Book of Mormon. Here in this legend is one 
of the strongest and most positive proofs of the fact stated in the Book 
of Mormon, that the descendants of Lehi had the brass plates, con- 
taining the five books of Moses, an account of the creation and of Adam 
and Eve, and a genealogy of Lehi’s fathers, showing him to be a de- 
scendent of Joseph, son of Jacob. (I Nephi 5: 10- 18.) 


Things to Do 


1. Relate, in a paragraph in your Book of Forefathers, a summary 
of the steps in the lineage of the Hawaiians, as preserved in the native 
tradition found in the “Legend of Hawaii-Loa.” 


origin. 
LESSON 8—-A REMNANT OF JOSEPH 


A Branch Broken Off. In the prophecy uttered by Joseph in Egypt 
(See Lesson 6), he predicted that in the scattering of Israel, a branch 
of Joseph should be broken off, and carried into a far country; but was to 
be remembered in the covenants of the Lord, and in the latter days to be 
Pea to a knowledge of the covenants the Lord had made with their 
athers. 


A Remnant to be Preserved. The Patriarch Jacob, before his death, ~ 


saw that a remnant of Joseph’s coat of many colors was preserved, and 
had not decayed, while the part that had been dipped in blood had 
been destroyed. Then Jacob said, “Even as this remnant of garment 
of my son hath been preserved, so shall a remnant of the seed of my 
son be preserved by the hand of God, and be taken unto himself, while 
the remainder of the seed of Joseph shall perish, even as the remnant 
of his garment.” (Alma 46 :24-26.) 

To Be Built Upon This Land. The prophet Ether foretold that “a 
New Jerusalem should be built upon this land, unto the remnant of 
the seed of Joseph, for which things there has been a type; For as 
Joseph brought his father down into the land of Egypt, even so he 
died there; wherefore the Lord brought a remnant of the seed of Joseph 
out of the land of Jerusalem, that he might be merciful unto the seed 
of Joseph, that they should perish not, even as he was merciful unto 
the father of Joseph, that he should perish not; Wherefore the remnant 
of the house of Joseph shall be built upon this land; and it shall be a 
a land of their inheritance; and they shall build up a holy city Big the 
Lord, like unto Jerusalem of old.” (Ether 13 :4-8.) 

In a Par Country. The manner of the fulfilment of these be eee 
tions is made clear in the Book of Mormon. In Jerusalem of Judea 
dwelt the children of Judah, and the children of Benjamin, and of the 
children of Ephraim and Manasseh. (I Chron. 9:3.) There dwelt a 
prophet named Lehi, and his wife Sariah, and their four sons, Laman, 
Lemuel, Sam and Nehpi. In the first year of the reign of King Zede- 
kiah the Lord commanded Lehi to take his family and depart into the 
wilderness, to escape the destruction about to come wpon Jerusalem. 


2. Cite Bible or Book of Mormon passages to corroborate this 


—— 
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That they might raise up seed unto the Lord in the land of promise 

to which the Lord was to guide them, they were commanded to bring 

with them from Jerusalem Ishmael and his family, consisting of Ishmael 

and his wife, two sons and five daughters. Together these two families, 

Feecrieauied by Zoram the servant of Laban, journeyed to the land of 
merica, 


A Genealogy of Their Fathers. They had in their possession the 
plates of brass, on which was recorded the genealogy of Lehi’s fathers; 
“wherefore he knew that he was a descendant of Joseph; yea, even that 
Joseph who was the son wf Jacob, who was sold into Egypt.” (I Ne- 
phi 5:14.) No further details of his descent are given, until we come 
to the preaching of Amulek, who declares his lineage in these words: 
“IT am Amulek; I am the son of Giddonah, who was the son of Ishmael, 
who was a descendant of Aminadi; . . . And Aminadi was a descend- 
ant of Nephi, who was the son of Lehi, who came out of the land of 
Jerusalem, who was a descendant of Manasseh, who was the son of 
Joseph who was sold into Egypt by the hands of his brethren. (Alma 
4 Eee The Book of Mormon contains no statement of the lineage of 
shmael. 


Ishmael’s Family of Ephraim. Pres. Franklin D. Richards tells of 
one day in the year 1843 hearing a brother ask this question of the 
Prophet: “Brother Joseph, how is it that we call the Book of Mormon 
the Stick of Joseph in the hands of Ephraim, when the book itself tells 
us that Lehi was of the lineage of Manasseh? I cannot find in it about 
the seed of Ephraim dwelling on this land at all.” Joseph replied: “You 
will recollect that when Lehi and his family had gone from Jerusalem 
out into the wilderness, . . . he also brought out Ishmael and his fam- 
ily, which were mostly daughters. This Ishmael and his family were 
of the lineage of Ephraim, and Lehi’s sons took Ishmael’s daughters for 
wives, and this is how they have grown together, ‘a multitude of. na- 
tions in the midst of the earth.” If we had those 116 pages of manu- 
script which Martin Harris got away with, you would know all about 
it, for Ishmaeil’s ancestry is made very plain therein... . That is how it 
came about that Ishmael’s lineage, as well as Lehi’s, was not given in 
the Book of Mormon.” (Utah Gen. Mag., 23:66.) 


Descendants of Ephraim and Manasseh Intermarry. We have seen 
how among the Israelites a man’s genealogy was reckoned “according 
to the house of his fathers.” (Lesson 6.) Thus the sons of Lehi would 
be classed of the tribe of Manasseh because their father was of that 
tribe; and the sons of Ishmael would belong to the tribe of Ephraim. 
From the Hawaiian pedigrees it seems clear that Lehi, through the wife 
probably of Manasseh, had in his veins also the blood of Judah, but his 
tribe would still be that of his fathers. So when the record continues: 
“I, Nephi, took one of the daughters of Ishmael to wife; and also my 
brethren took one of the daughters of Ishmael to wife; and also Zoram 
took the eldest daughter of Ishmael to wife;”’ it is evident there were 
five families of Manasseh, three of Ephraim, and one of Zoram, who 
being a servant of Laban, and keeper of the records, was probably of 
one or another of the tribes of Joseph. Manasseh would be still more 
strongly represented in the posterity of the two sons of Lehi, Jacob 
and Joseph, born in the wilderness. 

Blood of Judah and Levi Introduced. In the colony of Mulek 
there were undoubtedly many of Judah, perhaps some of other tribes. 
Mulek we know left descendants, for long after the time his people 
-were amalgamated with the Nephites, a later Nephi (son of Helaman) 
declared: “Will ye say the sons of Zedekiah were not slain, all except it 
were Mulek? Yea, and do ye not behold the seed of Zedekiah are with us, 
and they were driven out of the land of Jerusalem?” (Helaman 8:21.) 
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Mulek was the son of King Zedekiah of Jerusalem (Helaman 6:10); and 
as such was a direct descendant of Solomon and David, and of the tribe 
of Judah. But the mother of -Zedekiah was Hamutal, daughter of the 
Prophet Jeremiah, who was of the direct descendants of Aaron, and of the 
tribe of Levi; hence he had in his veins the blood of the high priests also. 
Zarahemla, king or chief of the colony of Mulek at the time they were 
discovered by the Nephites, was a descendant of Mulek (Mosiah 25:2) ; 
and Ammon was a descendant (son or grandson) of Zarahemla (Mosiah 
7:3); the people of Zarahemla outnumbered the Nephites, but the com- 
bined peoples of Zarahemla and Nephi were not half so numerous as 
the Lamanites. 

Lamanites and Nephites Become One People. There were constant 
defections of rebellious Nephites to the Lamanites; and groups of con- 
verted Lamanites such as the people of Ammon joined themselves from 
time to time to the Nephites. “And it came to pass that those Lamanites 
who had united with the Nephites were numbered among the Nephites; 
And their curse was taken from them, and their skin became white like 
unto the Nephites; And their young men and their daughters became 
exceedingly fair, and they were numbered among the Nephites, and were 
called Nephites.” (3 Nephi 2:14-16.) 

After the visitation of the Savior to this continent, all the people 
were converted to the Lord, both Nephites and Lamanites, and the very 
name of Lamanite was abolished. Later those who revolted revived 
the name; and those who rejected the gospel called themselves Laman- 
ites and Lemuelites and Ishmaelites. (4 Nephi 20, 38.) Eventually 
the more righteous part of the people were destroyed, leaving only those 
called Lamanites to survive. But it is clear that these were a mixture 
of the seed of Joseph, with an admixture from Judah and other tribes, 
and not exclusively children of any one tribe. Through intermarriages 
between descendants of the Indians and white settlers, there are un- 
doubtedly many of the posterity of father Lehi and of Ishmael in the 
Church today. Be this as it may, as children of Ephraim and Joseph, 
we are interested in the fortunes and the future of the multitude of 
people descended from our father Joseph in America—the branch broken 
off and carried into a far country. 


Things to Do 


1. Enter three passages in your Book of Forefathers from the 
Patriarchal blessings of Joseph, of Ephraim, and of Judah, and show 
how they were fulfilled in the coming of the colonies of Lehi and Mulek 
to America. 

2. Make a tabular chart showing how Ammon was descended from 
Judah and Levi. Use dotted lines to indicate missing generations. 

3. Make a similar chart to show Amulek’s lineage from Joseph 
through Ephraim and Manasseh. 


LESSON 9—POSTERITY OF EPHRAIM AND DAVID 


Ephraim the Firstborn in Israel. The birthright was given by Jacob 
to his faithful son Joseph. (I Chron. 5:2.) It passed from him to his 
sons. (verse 1.) Each of them was given the status of a tribe in Israel. - 
(Gen. 48:5-6.) Yet in their blessing under the hands of Jacob, the right 
hand of the patriarch was placed on the head of Ephraim, “and he set 
Ephraim before Manasseh.” Manasseh was to become a great people, — 
but Ephraim was to become greater than Manasseh, for “his seed shall 
become a multitude of people.” (Gen. 48:19.) So it was fitting, in later 
days, for the Lord through the inspired utterances of Jeremiah, to say: 
“For I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.” (Jer. 31:9.) 

The Throne of Israel Given to the Posterity of David. The special 
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blessing given to David is shown in these passages: “I have made a 
Covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant, Thy 
_ seed will I establish forever, and build up thy throne to all generations, 
. . . Also I will make him my firstborn, ... my covenant shall stand 
fast with him. His seed also will I make to endure forever, and his 
throne as the days of heaven ... and as the sun before me.” (Psalms 
89 :3-4, 19-20, 27, 28-29, 36.) re 

“The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from 
it; Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne. If thy children 
will keep my covenant and my testimony that I shall teach them, their 
aie shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore.” (Psalms 132: 


Before his death David assembled the princes of the tribes, and 
said, “The Lord God of Israel chose me before all the house of my 
father to be king over Israel forever: for he hath chosen Judah to be 
the ruler; and of the house of Judah, the house of my father; and among 
the sons of my father he liked me to make me king over all Israel: 
And of all my sons, . . . he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon 
the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel.” (I Chron. 28:4-5.) 


Christ to Sit on the Throne of David. From Solomon to Zedekiah 
the kings of Judah were children of David and Solomon. Mulek, son 
of Zedekiah, as has been seen, escaped to America, and his posterity 
joined with the Nephites. The last known male heir in Palestine of 
Solomon was Jechonias, and he according to prophecy died without is- 
sue. The right to the throne of Judah reverted to the heir of Nathan, 
son of David and Bathsheba. This legal successor of Jechonias was 
Salathiel, son of Neri. (Matt. 1:12; Luke 3:27.) From his son Zerub- 
babel two lines of descent are traced in the pedigree of the Savior— 
the legal line of heirs to the throne, and the lineal line from father to 
son. The two lines merged in Mattham or Matthat, the adopted or 
legal son of Eleazer, the actual son of Levi. Of his two sons, Heli 
was the father of Mary, Jacob the father of Joseph. Such seems to be 
the best explanation yet given forthe two pedigrees of Jesus found in 
Matthew and Luke. If Heli had no sons, it is quite certain, from the 
constant practice of the Jews, that Joseph would marry Heli’s daughter 
Mary. 


It was predicted that Mary should be a lineal descendant of David; 
and that Jesus should sit upon David’s throne. “Men and brethren, 
let me speak freely unto you of the patriarch David, that is both dead 
and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. Therefore, being 
a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that 
of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ 
to sit on his throne,” etc. (Acts 2:29-30.) Again, the angel announced 
to Mary that her son should be called the Son of the Highest: adding, 
“and the Lord shall give unto him the throne of his father David. And 
he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end.” (Luke 1 :32-33.) 

David by Transgression Deprived of the Kingdom. The personal 
blessing to David the king was lost to him by his own transgression, 
and Joseph Smith, the Prophet, explains that “the Priesthood that he 
received, and the throne and kingdom of David is to be taken from 
him and given to another by the name of David in the last days, raised 
up out of his lineage.” (Doc. Church Hist., VI:253.) 

But the children of David were to endure flrever, and his throne 
to all generations. Some of his kingly descendants lost the throne be- 
cause they did not keep the covenant and testimony, but others were 
raised up, assuredly, of his royal line to sit upon the throne of David. 

European Royal Families of the House of David. Moses Maim 


va 
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onides, a noted Jewish scholar and historian who lived 1135-1204, ob- 
tained possession of manuscript records and pedigrees said to connect 
many European families with the House of Israel. In a manuscript 
commentary on the Old Testament, in which he reviewed the blessing 
of Jacob upon Judah that “the sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 
nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come;’ Maimonides 
said this was fulfilled in the fact that the then “reigning families of the 
world were in great part descendants of the House of David, the King 
of Israel.” He gave a list of many princely houses of Europe who 
were descended from Israel, representing branches of the House of 
David. 

The Blood of Ephraim in Europe. This same writer spoke of an 
early progenitor of the Frankish kings, Antenor, from whom was de- 
rived Charlemagne and so most of the families of Europe today. This 
Antenor was king of the nomadic people called Cimmerians about the 
time of Nehemiah. His posterity migrated in great numbers westward 
and overspread the British Isles, and what is now France and Germany 
and Holland. Moses Maimonides called this Antenor “Chief Prince of 
Ephraim.” If this is true, and it is highly probable, Europe must be 
a. veritable stronghold of Ephraimites, as well as of the children of 

avid. 


Joseph Smith of Ephraim. Fortunately the declarations of prophets 
and patriarchs make known the lineage of latter-day Israel. It is clearly 
revealed that Joseph Smith was from the loins of Abraham, (Doc. and 
Cov. 132:30) and of Joseph (2 Nephi 3:7, 11, 15). Brigham Young 
taught: “The seed of! Joseph has mixed itself with all the seed of man 
upon the face of the whole earth. The great majority of those who are 
now before me are the descendants of that Joseph who was sold. Joseph 
Smith, junior, was foreordained to come through the loins of Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and so on down through the Prophets and Apos- 
tles.” (Journal of Discourses, 7:290.) Again: “His descent from Jos- 
eph that was sold in Egypt was direct, and the blood was pure in him. 
That is why the Lord chose him, and we are pure when this blood-strain 
from Ephraim comes down pure. He had the sole right and lawful 
power, as he was the legal heir to the blood that has been on the earth 
and has come down through a pure lineage. The union of various an- 
cestors kept that blood pure. . . . I know who has the blood and the 
Priesthood to carry the keys to the world ... the keys will rest upon 
the Prophet and there is no power on earth or in hell to take it from 
him. ... If your progenitors had kept their records as the Jews anciently 
did they would be able to tell exactly where they came from—and see 
where they run down in one straight line.” 


The Pure Blood of Promise. ‘Abraham was blessed and told that 
in the Latter Day he would gather up his seed and cleanse and wash 
them. God has had regard to the blood of the covenant for his oath’s 
sake. The promised blood has trickled down through our parents until 
now we are here. I know who has the right to the Keys—the Prophet 
has! That blood has been preserved and has been brought down from 
father to son, and our heavenly father has been watching it all the time 
and saw the man that had received the blood pure through descent— 
that is what Joseph meant the Lord had regard to. Ephraim is the 
character who has the pure blood of promise in him. The Lord has 
fesbect unto it.” (Utah Genealogical Magazine, vol. 11, pp. 107-108, 
112°) 


Patriarch Joseph Smith, Sr., in blessing his son Joseph the Prophet, 
bestowed upon him “the blessings of thy father Joseph, the son of 
Jacob;” and promised that when the tribes of Jacob should come shout- 
ing from the north the Prophet should stand “with thy brethren, the 
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Sons of Ephraim, and crown them.” To Hyrum he said: “I bless thee 
with the same blessings with which Jacob blessed his son Joseph, for 
thou art his true descendant; and thy posterity shall be numbered with 
the house of Ephraim, and with them thou shalt stand up to crown 
the tribes of Israel, when they come shouting to Zion. Thou art num- 
bered with the house of Joseph.” 


Oliver Cowdery, by virtue of the keys he held, also gave the 
Prophet a blessing, in which occur these words: “Thus shall it be re- 
corded of him, that the generations to come may bless his name in 
Israel, saying, The Lord make thee as Joseph the Seer, who was of 
the house of Ephraim, the brother of Manasseh . . . (and) who was 
raised up of a choice vine from the stem of Jacob through the root of 
Joseph.” (Book 2 of Patriarchal Blessings, p. 29.) 

A Root of Jesse. “For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, 
that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will not 
cease. Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock 
thereof die in the ground; Yet through the scent of water it will bud, 
and. bring forth boughs like a plant.” (Job 14:7-8.) 


Of the first visit of the Angel Moroni, the Prophet writes, “He 
quoted the eleventh chapter of Isaiah, saying that it was about to be 
fulfilled.” Naturally we turn to that chapter, deemed worthy of such 
special emphasis by this heavenly messenger. There we read: “And 
there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall 
grow out of his root. . . . And in that day there shall be a root of 
Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gen- 
tiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. And it shall come to pass in 
that day, that the Lord shall set his hand the second. time to recover 
the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from 
Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from 
ae and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.” (Isaiah 11:1, 

Two questions arise in the study of this passage. First, when shall 
these things be? Second, what prophet leader is here described? 


An Inspired Interpretation. Fortunately the prophetic utterances 
of the Lord’s spokesman have answered both queries. “The time has 
at last arrived,” the Prophet wrote to an editor on January 4, 1833, 
“when the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has set His hand 
again the second time to recover the remnants of His people, which 
have been left from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and 
from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and 
from the islands of the sea, and with them to bring in the fullness of 
the Gentiles, and establish that covenant with them, which was prom- 
ised when their sins should be taken away. See Isaiah XI, etc.” (Doc. 
History of the Church, vol. I, p. 313.) 

As a climax of fulfilment the keys of the gathering of Israel were 
given in the Kirtland Temple, April 3, 1836, to Joseph Smith and Oliver 
Cowdery. 

“|. . the heavens were again opened unto us; and Moses appeared 
before us, and committed unto us the keys of the gathering of Israel 
from the four parts of the earth, and the leading of the ten tribes from 
the land of the north.” (Doc. and Cov., 110:11.) 

So the time referred to is made perfectly clear. Two sections later 
in the Doctrine and Covenants is found an identification of the actors 
in the great Gospel drama. Certain questions on scripture were asked 
of the Prophet, who, after inquiring of the Lord, gave explanation. 

“Who is the Stem of Jesse spoken of in the Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th 
verses of the 11th chapter of Isaiah?” “Verily thus saith the Lord: It 
is Christ.” “What is the rod spoken of in the first verse of the 11th chap- 
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ter of Isaiah, that should come of the Stem of Jesse?” “Behold, thus 
saith the Lord: It is a servant in the hands of Christ, who is partly a 
descendant of Jesse as well as of Ephraim, or of the house of Joseph, 
on whom there is laid much power.” ‘What is the root of Jesse spoken 
of in the 10th verse of the 11th chapter?” “Behold thus said the Lord, 
it is a descendant of Jesse, as well as of Joseph, unto whom rightly be- 
longs the Priesthood, and the keys of the kingdom, for an ensign, and 
fs We of my people in the last days.” (Doc. and Cov. 
113 :1-6. 

- This describes a heritage for the mighty prophet of the latter days, 
whose mission was one of transcendent importance. There has been 
no greater prophet, Christ alone excepted, than Joseph Smith, and no 
greater than he, nor one bearing higher responsibilities, shall ever arise 
in this last dispensation. The birth was fitting for the mighty leader and 
the prophet was worthy of his birthright. 


Things to Do 


_ 1. Quote in your Book of Forefathers the sentences describing their 
lineage from the patriarchal blessings of all your progenitors whose blessings. 
are accessible. 


LESSON 10—HOW OUR FOREFATHERS GUARDED 
THEIR PEDIGREES 


The Time When No Records Were Kept. Frequently the question 
is asked, “What can we do to trace our pedigrees when we get back to 
the time when no records were kept?” The query seems to imply that 
after we go back several centuries, say beyond the time of keeping Parish 
Registers, no pedigrees were preserved. There is no such a period in the 
history of our families. 

It is true that it will not be possible for an individual to trace every 
one of his many various lines back to antiquity; but in every pedigree 
there are some lines which connect with those long lineages which reach 
back to remotest times. The Lord has prepared all things from the 
beginning for the accomplishment of his purposes. He impressed in- 
delibly upon ancient Israel the necessity for keeping a careful record 
of ancestors, and wherever the seed of Israel is found concentrated, from 
that day to this, the practice has continued. 

Our forefathers were pedigree-makers—and most jealous guardians 
of those pedigrees. Examples have been given in previous lessons of 
the practice among the Israelites of old, among the WNephites, and 
Hawaiians. 

Authenticity of Welsh Pedigrees. ‘‘The Welshman’s pedigree was 
his title-deed, by which he claimed his birth-right in the country. Every 
one was obliged to show his descent through nine generations in order 
to be acknowledged a free native, and by which right he claimed his 
portion of land in the community. . . . The origin of this system is 
buried in the depths of antiquity, for it was found to be in existence at 
the early part of the tenth century, when Howell the Good revised the 
laws of his country.” To prevent pedigree forgeries the order of Herald 
Bards were given the duty of registering arms and pedigrees. The title 
for a gentleman in Wales really signified a man with a pedigree. An 
Officer was appointed to attend at the birth, marriage and death of any 

man of high descent (i. e. man with a pedigree) and enter the facts in 
his genealogy. “The Elegy composed at the decease of such a person 
was required to contain truly and at length his genealogy and descent 
from his eight immediate ancestors. The particulars of the more ac- 
curate were registered in the books, and a true copy delivered to the 
heir, in order that it might be placed among the authentic documents 
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of the family.’’ This was recited before the assembled family for their 
approval. The pedigree Officer was required to make a circuit every 
three years to correct and arrange pedigrees and genealogical entries. 
(Introduction to Dwnn’s Visitation of Wales, pp. ix-xi.) 


“From very remote times down to the time of Elizabeth, the Welsh 
kept up their Pedigrees with much care, and many copies of them are 
extant both in public and private collections; and although in these 
occasional discrepancies may be perceived, yet, in general their authen- 
ticity is well established. It must be allowed, that it appears somewhat 
extraordinary that these family records should be transmitted with such 
accuracy through so many generations. But when we consider the 
imperative obligations of the Welsh Laws upon this subject, we are no 
longer surprised at the existence of such ancient documents, nor at the 
solicitude of the Welsh to preserve them.” (Guest: The Mabinogion, 
note, p. 378.) 


“We shall be satisfied that the Cymry of old bestowed unusual care 
upon the preservation of their genealogies, when we remember that 
these constituted what may be deemed their title-deeds—that by virtue 
of them the gentry claimed and inherited their lands—and all persons 
attained their proper status in the body politic. This principle of 
kindred pervades not only the Laws of Hywel Dda, but also the earlier 
ones of Dyvnwal Moelmud, into which it seems to have flown from 
still more remote times, when clanship was less complex, and formed a 
more important feature of the constitution. To the same effect also is 
the external evidence of Posidonius, before the first century, that the 
bards sung the genealogy of their chiefs,—all tending to enhance the 
authority of the genealogical records.’ (The Traditionary Annals of 
the Cymry, by Rev. John Williams ab Ithel, pp. 57-8.) 


Example of Ancient Welsh Pedigrees. In view of the extreme care 
taken to preserve genealogies among the early British people, it is to 
be expected that highly interesting things would be found in these most 
ancient records. The family record of Jestyn ap Gwrgant, a prince of 
Glamorgan in the 11th century, carries his pedigree back for a total of 
66 generations. In the British Museum is a genuinely old pedigree, 
dating from the 10th century, giving a long line of the ancestors of 
Owain, (son of Howell the Good) who died in 988. It carries back a 
stem line, from which most noble families of Wales are descended, 
to Beli the Great, King in Britain, and finishes with these words: 
“Aballac, son of Amalech, who was the son of Beli the Great, and his 
mother was Anna, who is said to have been cousin to the Virgin Mary, 
mother of our Lord Jesus Christ.” In one of the pedigrees in Jesus 
College, Oxford, in Manuscript 20, supposed to be of the 13th century, 
a similar pedigree ends with “Beli the Great, son of Anna.” Further 
one reads: “That Anna was said by the men of Egypt to be cousin 
to the Virgin Mary.” 

Competent authorities have declared that “it would be an excessive 
display of the sceptical spirit to deny its accuracy for many genera- 
tions, especially as there is evidence from many sources that most of 
the nearer relatives of Owen whom it discloses really lived and played 
their parts among the Cymry, in a sequence of events that is not in- 
consistent with the order of the names in the pedigree in question.’ 
(Rhys and Jones: The Welsh People, p. 139.) 

Irish Genealogies. ‘Like the Hebrews, the Celtic nations, and 
especially the Irish, were most careful to preserve the lines of descent 
of their kings and heroes ... and though we may grant that some 
fabulous names may have at some time or other been grafted on the 
earlier portions of those pedigrees—as we may also allow that mistakes 
have crept into them—yet their general fidelity and value need not be 
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questioned, and has indeed been attested where other sources of in- 
formation were available.” (James Simpson, in Fragments of Ancient 
Irish History.) Irish pedigrees of surprising length are very common. 


Anglo-Saxon and Scandinavian Records. These northern races 
took great pride in recording their pedigrees, and tracing the ancestry 
of their chiefs by one of the three main genealogical branches back to 
the noted warrior king, Odin or Woden. Each of the various tribes 
which settled in England preserved records deducing their rulers from 
Woden. Moreover, and this forms an excellent test of the genuineness 
of the pedigrees, each tribe had a record of about 15 generations of 
his ancestors, and the Icelanders kept still another. Without any pos- 
sibility of these records being brought together and compared, we find 
that they are in almost entire agreement, except for a few minor differ- 
ences in spelling. 


Other early races, such as the Franks and Goths, were equally 
zealous in preserving the names of their ancestors, as though their very 
existence depended upon their diligence in doing so. 


The Kings of Peru. Another good example of the preservation of 
ancestral records is found among the Peruvians. “A long list of a 
hundred kings of Peru, including the Incas, was given in the writings 
of Fernando Montesinos, who was in Peru from 1629 to 1642.” It has 
lately been proved that he merely copied a list of kings which was well 
known long before his time. The original compiler was Blas Valera, 
who was born about 1540, the son of Alonso de Valera, a soldier of 
the Conquest, and a Peruvian lady, whose name after baptism was 
Francisca Perez. The language of the Incas was his native tongue, 
and he received his knowledge of these early kings from learned men 
and record keepers of his people. “The list, therefore, comes to us 
on the highest authority, as a genuine tradition of the learned men of 
Inca times. The list of kings was derived from the ancient quipu 
records, expounded by the learned men of the time of the Incas, called 
Amautas, who had charge of these records previous to the Spanish 
Conquest. ... The ancient Peruvians, like other races in the same stage 
of civilization, were genealogists, and had an unusual number of words 
to distinguish relationships. 


“The chronology of the list, as shown by the length of the reigns, 
is not exaggerated. It gives an average of twenty-five to twenty-seven 
years for each reign. It is true that if the whole represents a suc- 
cession of fathers and sons, it would take us back to 950 B. C. But 
a large allowance may be made for successions of brothers or cousins, 
and for repetition, which would bring the initial date down to 200 B. C. 


“The list commences with the names of the Deity. ... The first re- 
corded king is given as Pirua Paccari Manco; and the Deity is said 
to be his God—the God of Pirua. ... After the eighteenth king the title 
Amauta first appears, and is given to thirteen out of the forty-six kings 
who are supposed to form the Amauta dynasty. The name was given 
to learned men, keepers of records, and revisers of the calendar. 


~“The end of the early civilization is stated to have been caused by a 
great invasion from the south, when the reigning king was defeated and 
killed in a battle near Pucara in the Collao. The whole country broke 
up into a number of petty tribes and barbarism returned, with a vicious 
state of society and intestine feuds. This story may well represent an 
historical fact. A remnant of the Amautas, with their followers, took 
refuge in a district called Tampu-tocco, near the great river Apurimac. 
Here the tradition of the Deity was preserved, and some remnants of 
the old civilization. . .. The more civilized kings of Tampu-tocco de- 
clared themselves to be the children of the sun. There are twenty- 
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seven kings of Tampu-tocco in the list, who may cover a period of 650 
years.” (Markham: The Incas of Peru, pp. 40-46. 


“And These Are Ancient Things.” (I Chron. 4:22.) “Montesinos 
gives the Peruvian nation a beginning which is, at least, not incredible. 
It was originated, he says, by a people led by four brothers, who settled 
in the Valley of Cuzco, and developed civilization there. ... The young- 
est of these brothers assumed supreme authority, and became the first of 
a long line of sovereigns.” 


“According to Montesinos, there were three distinct periods in the 
history of Peru. First, there was a period which began with the origin 
of civilization, and lasted until the first or second century of the Chris- 
tian era. Second, there was a period of disintegration, decline and dis- 
order, introduced by successful invasions from the east and southeast, 
during which the country was broken up into small states, and many 
of the arts of civilization were lost; this period lasted more than a thou- 
sand years. Third and last, came the period of the Incas, who revived 
civilization and restored the empire,” and brought better times and re- 
united the country. “Rocca, called the Inca-Rocco, was the first of the 
Incas. He was connected with the old royal family, but did not stand 
in the direct line of succession.” (Baldwin: Ancient America, in Notes 
on American Archaeology, pp. 264-267.) 

These traditions, handed down from the amautas, whose memories 
were educated to retain and transmit to posterity from generation to 
generation historical narratives and poems, and traditionary legends, 
contain not only striking proofs of the preservation of genealogies 
among even the native races of this continent, but also provide con- 
firmation of the history of those races as chronicled in the Book of 
Mormon, adding events subsequent to the close of that record. 


Things to Do 
1. Copy in your Book of Forefathers the pedigrees found in “Seek- 


ing After Our Dead,” page 125, and in the Utah Genealogical Maga- 
zine, vol. 21, pp. 78, 81, 














